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Writing
Argumenta'tive - Expressing
Opinion |

1 Look at the picture. Do you think it is necessary for
children to attend kindergarten? Give your opinions and
justify them.

B® 2 Listen to the tape and fill in the table below.

argument o supportmg reason .

1 Chrldren Ieam socral 1 lt shapes chrldrens .
,2 Chrldren are prepared for ....... i 12 ‘Chrldren are taught pre reading
-~ school. . | and pre-writing ... G
; Chlldren are taught s | a5 Well as basic mathematics. -
k] Chrldren learn to follow & w...........

® Compositions expressing opinions are formal in style. Unlike for/against
argumentative essays, this type of topic asks for your own opinion, which
should be clearly stated and supported by reasons. A good argumentative
composition expressing opinion should consist of;

a) an introduction in which your opinion is clearly stated,

b) amain bocy which can consist of two or more paragraphs. Each viewpoint,
supported by a logical reason, should be presented in a separate para-
graph. The opposing viewpoint is mentioned in a new paragraph. In the
same paragraph you might include a lead-in opinion to your conclusion.

c) a conclusion in which you sum up your viewpoints and re-state your
opinion.

Points to remember

Never start writing your composition before making a plan.
Each paragraph should start with a topic sentence which summarises the
paragraph.

® Each viewpoint should be joined to the others with Imkmg or sequence
words e.g. in the first place, to start with, what is more also, furthermore,
besides, apart from this, it is argued that, etc. -

Useful Words and Phrases

To list viewpoints: Firstly, In the first place, To begin with, Secondly, Thirdly,
Finally, etc.

To add viewpoints: both...and, What is more, not only.. but also, In addrtron
Furthermore, Besides, not to mention the fact that, etc.”

To present the other side of the argument: Contrary to what most people
believe, As opposed to the above ideas, Some people argue that ..
To express oplmon' d believe, In my opinion, | think, In my viaw. l strongly
believe, [ feel that, It seems to me that, etc.

trodiction
irodacton

Paragraph 7

state topic and your opinioh clearly

V.

Paragraph 2

viewpoint 1 and reason

 Paragraph 3 *

viewpoint 2 and reason

Paragraph ¢

give the opposing - viewpoint and
redsons

Conclusion
Lonciasion

 Final Paragraph

restate - your o,am/on, asmg different
words ,

* you may include more wewpo/nfs,
and therefore more paragraphs in
the ma/n boa’y




Unit 10 Education

3 Read the following model about recycling and
fill in the topic sentences given below. -

a.  Many people argue that the actual process of
collecting and recycling materials is expensive and
UNNecessary.

b.  To start with, it is very important for people to
realise the damage that our Tubbish 1s doing to
the environment.

¢, Another umportant reason is that many forests are
being destroyed due to paper being wasted.

Recycling - How Important Is It Really?

Saving certain recyclable materials and taking them to recycling centres has
become part of the daily routine in many homes. In my opinion, this should
be encouraged for a number of reasons.
| [ ] Ourtowns, rivers and seas are becoming more and more pol-
luted with household waste. This could easily be prevented if people took the
time to sort, save and recycle their rubbish, '

Hundreds of thousands of trees are unnecessarily cut down to

make paper products. Again, by recycling the paper that we would otherwise -

throw away we could reduce this wastage.
] hey say that special machinery is required and that many peo-
ple have to be employed to operate it, thus making recycling more expensive
than simple waste disposal. They forget, however, that recycling hoth creates
jobs and is beneficial to the environment.,

All points considered; I strongly believe that people should be made aware

of the benefits recycling can bring, and should be encouraged to participate in ;

programmes that will help create a cleaner world for everyone in the future.

5 . Read the following beginnings and endings and match them. Which Belong to an argumentative
" composition expressing opinion? ST g v

& Read the following model and list the viewpoints
and supporting reasons mentioned. What other -
words could you use in place of the words in

bold? Then, give the paragraph outline.

should be taught

in schools

for years, and | believe that it
should remain so for a variety
of reasons. . :

In the first Place; offering
_Phygical Education in schools
s vital for children who have
neither the time, - nor the
opportunity to' do sport else-

especially beneficial for chjl..
dren living in crowdeq cities
wh.o do not have space to playii
Doing sport at school give§

Physical Education hag been
a part of the schoo) curriculum’

where. Physical Education is /i eonclusion, | believe that

Physical Education gegetciion: team spors

velop children’s social skills,

éncouraging them to ‘work ag
part of a team and to Cooperate

with others, .

On the other hand, some par- .

ents “feel that Physical
Eggggignj Should not be 3
compulsory subject as not all
children enjoy or are good at
Sport. These parents forget,
howeyer, that all children can
benefit from physical activity,
and doing sport will give them
thg chance to improve thejr
skills and their health.

Physical Education s an
lmpgrtant part of evefy school
cur'n.culum since physical
qctlwty helps children to keep
fit, and stay energetic and alert,

them the opportunity to exer- .

cise and get rid of their excess
energy. o

e

BEGIMVINGS ...

1. Spending one’s summer holiday climbing in the moun-
tains of Tibet or white-water rafting may not be
everyone’s idea of fun, but adventure holidays are
becoming extremely popular. They have both their ;
good and bad points. . .. ... B

2" Becoming a vegetdrian is a choice that many people
- are making after recent health scares. The question is,
does being a vegetarian have a positive or negative
effect on one’s health? | believe that it can do more
= _harmthan good. B R S R

3. A'scene unfolds before one’s eyes of yet another mira-
cle of nature: a baby elephant being born. If it were not . -

for television, this is something we might never see and. -

for this reason | feel that TV plays an important role in j

...EMDIVGS

A Tosum up, | believe that television should continue to
play a role in education. Well-made programmes can
give us a broader view of the world and can teach us
about things which are outside our everyday experi-
ence. : P

B Allin all, whether you will enjoy an adventure holiday

- or not depends on the type of person you are. Taking
holidays of this kind should be carefully considered,
because they are not for the faint-hearted! G

C In conclusion, | feel that vegetarians could suffer from
health problems if they do not have a healthy, nutri~
tious diet. However, everyone must decide for them- , |
selves which lifestyle choice suits them best. EEE

education. : S




6 . Read the following models and answer ,
these questions: a) Which is a “for and
against” argumentative essay? b) Whic
are the “for and against” points
mentioned? ¢) Which is an argumen-
tative essay expressing opinion? d)

How is each viewpoint supported? -
Finally, give the paragraph outline.

¥ « A ino ' Computers
Computers: A blessingora Whethar g o, 21 MPOrtant ro 4. o
curse? _ : asic it o Tealise it or pog Some pegpy © lives of most of toda
- S ] ' really negq thep 1 Ople, howeygr > ohay,
. K o : em. | o » are beginn;
Almost every home, office or school has a computer of | @ 7:%58;”2 Part of moger, !ifer,ny Opinion, compyters have becggntg i
some kind these d’:ays. Many peolple feel that these machines ; toring i ff)r [f]’:’“?e; Computerg Can save 3 lot of f
are now an essential part of our lives, but how necessary A ways of Keaping Odn ton Computer disks i one of(;h Storage space, i
Y ' , . One com . € most efficient |
Duter dlSk can h lent §
old the same |

. they really? o ame

L One' of the main advantagee is the tllme that can _be eaved ' | Ztef[;gr;or mation as Severa books,

by using a computer. This is espemally‘ beneficial in the / Storeq informa}ioCOWDUTers Save everyene a lot '
workplace, where employees can do their work far faster / Searching for jt mgnfgl;? ;;ound at the touc ofg g[,tvtgl#ablg time.
' aKes much Jof » Whereags

!; m ) h longer. Therefore, our every-

A b
.

than they could in the past. In addition to this, computers can day lives gy,
be educational and fun. From a Very young age, children can - © made eagjor _ from goin i
gain basic computer sl_dlls through programmes that allow NeVert%eless 9 1o the bank to doing the
them to Iearn, draw, paint and play. In tode_ly’s technologlcal J unnecessary an’d rere are‘those who Claim that
world, this knowledge can only help them in the futyre. / in the pagt wor make our fjyeg more compligate da Computers grg
: However, there are various negative aspects to using com- | Nave become tooagaged Very well using other meth They argue that
puters. Many jobs have been lost due.te the fact that com- consider that the i ependen On computers. H 0ds and that we
puters can,do.a lot of tasks more efficiently than humans. o0 S2V6d by using oy OWOVEL, they il tg
This has led to” high-unemployment in many countries. What use our ime more org PUTers for repetitiye tasks
is more, computers can actually cause health problems. atively ang Productiveyy
Endless hours in front of a screen can cause eye strain and
headaches, which are serious side-effects.

To sum up, it seems that computers are a useful addition |
to our fast-moving world of high -technology. However, it |
must be remembered that they are here to serveus — notto

replace us.
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8  Read the following topics and identify the type
of each. Then, give the paragraph outline for
each listing the arguments/viewpoints. Finally
choose any two of them and write them in an
‘appropriate style using 120-180 words.

1 Your teacher has asked you to write a composition on the
topic: Should everyorie have a university education?

2 Your teacher has asked you to write a composition giving
your opinion on this question: Family or friends - which are

 more important?
3 Your school magazine is investigating the question; /s

schop/ the best preparation for your working life?
4 Your college newspaper needs an article which discusses
the good and bad points of working and going to school

at the same time. ,
@7!




